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CHIMES 
Whittier First UMC                                       

Good News for All...through learning, action, and love 

IN‐PERSON & ONLINE Worship every Sunday @ 10am  

Whittier First United Methodist Church facebook.com/WhittierFirstUMC 

Sept 19th, 12 Steps to Faith:  Exodus 15: 1-6 
1. Life can be overwhelming.  We have no control over it.   
2. God is all powerful and is our source of strength.   
  

Sept 26th, 12 Steps to Faith:  Romans 12: 1-5 
3. We surrender ourselves fully to the care of God. 
4. With honesty, we take an inventory of our shortcomings that 
damage us and others. 
    

Oct 3rd, 12 Steps to Faith:  James 5: 13-16 
5. We confess our shortcomings to God, ourselves and another. 
6. We prepare our hearts for the removal of our shortcomings.  
        

Oct 10th, 12 Steps to Faith:  Nehemiah 1: 5-11 
7.We then welcome God to remove our shortcomings. 
8.We make a list of who we have harmed in order to make amends.  
  

Oct 17th, 12 Steps to Faith:  Acts 2: 37-42 (C-J Conklin preaching) 
9. We make amends without harm. 
10. We are steadfast in our self-awareness & continue to make 
amends.  
     

Oct 24th, 12 Steps to Faith: Psalm 119: 10-16  
11.We pray & meditate to become more aware of God's presence  
& will.   12. We share God’s message thru the 12-step program.                      

“As we conclude this series, we realize 
that faith is a process.  We intentional-
ly have to move in a direction where 
we understand that God is the center 
of the world and we are in need of 
God's light and support!  At the end of 
the 12-step program, we are invited to 
continue to meditate and allow our 
minds to soak in God's ways of living! 
Only then can it penetrate our hearts 
and seep into our choices.  From there 
we can boldly speak about this new 
life that we find in Christ.”  
          – Pastor Angela 



 
SAVE THE DATE: 

All-Church Conference 

Wed, Nov 3  @ 6pm on Zoom 

All chairpersons & team leaders                    
are encouraged to participate.               

Forms & reports are due October 25th. 

 

Praise, Prayer & Pumpkins Sunday, October 31st @ 11:30am            

All are invited to an old fashioned pumpkin carving on the Wesley patio. 

All Saints Sunday 
is October 31st          
                                                                    
We will honor those who have 
passed away during the past year.  
Please send in a photo of your 
loved one that will be shared in the 
service,                                                    
info@WhittierFirstUMC.com or call 
562.698.0022. 

CHURCH PICNIC 

& KICKBALL FUN!               
SUNDAY, NOV 7 @ 1PM      

MICHIGAN PARK 
We had such a fun time last time—we’re doing 

it again!  All are welcome!  Bring your picnic 
lunch and blankets or chairs.  There will be 

games and activities for children and adults. 

 

 Guided Meditation for Compassion Wed, Oct 27 @ 6pm on Zoom  

Pastor Angela leads this meditation every last Wednesday of the month which entails:  breathing and 
embracing the Spirit, showing compassion to yourself, and practicing kindness and compassion towards 
others.  Contact the office for a Zoom link, Info@WhittierFirstUMC.com or 562.698.0022. 

HONORING OUR              
VETERAN’S               

SUNDAY, NOV 7              
During worship we will honor our               

Veteran’s through recognition and story.  
Please invite your family and friends who 

are veterans to join us in person or online.  
Also, please give us their names to display 

and print in our worship bulletin,                 
Info@WhittierFirstUMC.com or 

562.698.0022. 



The month of October is designated as “Clergy Appreciation Month.” More than just a consumer trick to  
sell more greeting cards, I appreciate the sentiment behind this designation. To recognize our clergy is so 
appropriate, for during COVID-19 they have had more pressure on them than ever before. Historically, our 
Christian Churches have relied on a physical presence in order to practice our faith. Modeled after the     
Incarnation of Jesus Christ, “God made flesh,” we have always excelled in person-to-person relationship 
building. Robbing our Christian Churches of meeting in person has thrown us completely off, and we have 
had to reinvent ourselves in the moment and on the fly. 

However, I believe that this is exactly what we have needed in order to transform our way of doing ministry 
into something new and transformative. Our Christian paradigm of “attractional worship” hasn’t been work-
ing for decades, as we have been declining in worship attendance on a yearly basis. So, it is good news 
that we have had to adapt and innovate during this lockdown period. We cannot go back to the way it has 
always been. 

Unfortunately, our clergy have borne the brunt of this need to change and innovate. Moving to online for-
mats, trying to care for our laity when we cannot physically be with them, and keeping the church alive with 
dwindling resources has been a challenge that is unparalleled in our contemporary times. Not many of our 
clergy learned these skills sets in seminary! So, our clergy have had to adapt and experiment. Learning vid-
eography, editing, and sound production, which goes to the technical side of online worship, has been a 
huge learning curve. 

Almost all of our clergy have done this without complaining or feeling sorry for themselves. They have been 
faithful to the Gospel in caring for our laity and churches. They have given their all during such a stressful 
season, and they deserve not just a month of public recognition, but probably a whole year! 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
So, I would ask you, our beloved laity, to thank your clergy publicly and privately. I would also like you to   
reward them for their hard work by giving them extra time off during this upcoming holiday season. If our 
Staff-Parish Relations Committees can provide extra vacation and time off in the coming months, this is a 
way for you to thank them actively. You may want to gift them with a mini-vacation, or restaurant gift cards 
for the whole family.  

Since “Clergy Appreciation Month” is a one-and-done type of event, my suggestion is that we extend this 
until the end of the year. This will give us the time to plan and implement a recognition that is truly worthy 
of what our clergy deserve. 

In this past year and a half, our clergy have given their all so that our laity can be taken care of and our 
churches held together. Now, it can be our turn to tell and show them how much we have appreciated all 
they have done for us. They certainly deserve nothing less. 
 
Be the Hope, 

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 
Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop 

BISHOP HAGIYA Briefing           

October is                                    

“Clergy Apprecia on Month” 

PLEASE SEND PASTOR ANGELA A KIND 

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT BY  SENDING 

A CARD OR EMAIL TO LET HER KNOW HOW 

MUCH YOU APPRECIATE HER—NOT JUST 

THIS MONTH BUT ALL YEAR ROUND! 








