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CHIMES 
Whittier First UMC                                       

Good News for All...through learning, action, and love 

IN‐PERSON & ONLINE Worship every Sunday @ 10am  

Whittier First United Methodist Church facebook.com/WhittierFirstUMC 

8/8 Stained Glass Windows, Part I: The Good Samaritan 
Luke 10:29-37, Window 11, C-J Conklin preaching  
 
8/15 Stained Glass Windows, Part II: Good Shepherd  
John 10:7-11, Window 8 
 
8/22 Stained Glass Windows, Part III:  Prodigal Son 
Luke 15:11-20, Window 12, Rev. Faith Conklin preaching 
 
8/29 Stained Glass Windows, Part IV:  Lord’s Prayer 
Luke 11:1-4, Window 13 
 
9/5 Stained Glass Windows, Part V: The Talents 
Matthew 25:14-21, Window 9, Mala Williams preaching 
 
9/12 Stained Glass Windows, Part VI: Jesus & Nicodemus 
John 3:1-8, Window 6 

As we continue in our stained glass 
sermon series this week, come hear 
Rev. Dr. Faith Conklin speak about     
"A God Whose Shoes Don’t Match."  
Get some new perspectives on the   
story of the Prodigal Son--a parable so 
familiar within the Church it often    
loses its power to astound and amaze 
us with its message.  We usually focus 
on the son(s).  For Jesus’ hearers, the 
father’s actions are the most shock-
ing, and tell us about a God that loves 
us without condition, with abandon, 
and with a joy unbounded!  



BISHOP HAGIYA 

Briefing on COVID‐19 

The Delta variant of COVID-19 is increasing transmission rates at an alarming pace.  According to 

the LA Times, “The US recorded more than 100,000 new confirmed COVID-19 infections this past 

Saturday.  There were about 250,000 cases last January, and in June, at 11,000 per day, but six 

weeks later the number is 107,143.”  

The CDC and California State, County, and City have responded by issuing the following:              
“To maximize protection from the Delta variant and prevent possibly spreading it to others, wear a 
mask indoors in public if you are in an area of substantial or high transmission.” 

Since we have always followed the guidance of our State, County, and City guidelines, we are now 

asking all local churches in California to mandate mask wearing if they are meeting for indoor wor-

ship, and strongly suggest wearing a mask even if the service is being held outdoors. 

Indoor singing has been the most challenging practice facing our churches, and with this recent Delta 

surge, I am recommending that no singing be allowed without a mask.  At our recent Annual Confer-

ence Memorial Worship Service, our guest Los Angeles Choir wore special masks that allowed them 

to sing and be heard while still protecting against virus transmission.  Not only did they protect, but 

they inspire us to do what is possible to care for one another as we worship!  

I realize that a fairly large percentage of our annual conference members have been vaccinated, and 

I applaud this action.  However, vaccination is not a complete shield against getting COVID-19, for as 

many experts have noted, it is like an umbrella during a strong downpour.  It will keep you from     

getting drenched, but not from getting wet completely.  Crossover transmissions from those who 

have been fully vaccinated are much lower than for those who haven’t been vaccinated, but they are 

still happening.  We want to keep everyone safe at our local churches, and we need to reinstitute 

many of our safety guidelines at the height of the pandemic.  

This means mandatory mask wearing, not singing without masks, and observing safe distancing    

indoors.  Your appointed pastor and Administrative Council/Board has the final say on most safety 

issues.  Please reach out to your District Superintendent if you have specific questions or concerns. 

We need to be reminded of John Wesley’s first General Rule:  “Do no harm.”  If we can practice this, 

we will get through this next wave of the pandemic. 

 

Be the Hope,                                                                                                                                                  

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop 

08/13/21 



Church Photo Directory 

Photo dates:  September 17 & 18 at church 

Our Church is doing a new photo directory!  Our last directory is outdated, so it’s time for a new 
one. We want everyone to get a new picture made so that our new directory will be complete.      
IT WON’T BE COMPLETE WITHOUT YOU!  Every family that is photographed will receive a free     
directory and 8x10 portrait at no cost.  If you are not available for these two dates, let us know 
and we’ll put you on a waiting list.  If you have not received the emailed appointment link, please   
contact the office at 562.698.0022.  

Time to join the Chancel Choir! 

This is it folks.  The moment that you put down in your calendar to warm up those vocal chords 
and join the choir on Thursday evenings.  The choir is starting to learn music for upcoming     
services and you could now be a part of that celebration in adding your voice in praise of God.  
Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the Choir Room, right next to the Sanctuary.  Contact Marvin Neumann 
with questions at 626.798.9332. 

GUIDED MEDITATION for COMPASSION 

Wednesday, August 25 @ 6pm, on Zoom 

Pastor Angela leads this meditation every last Wednesday of the month. 

This entails guided meditation: breathing & embracing the Spirit,                                        
showing compassion to yourself, and then practicing kindness and compassion towards others. 

As some of you are experiencing daily stress during this pandemic, this will take you away from 
that and refocus you on the Spirit and the inward self. 

Please let us know if this is something you would like to try, 562.698.0022. 


